
Roughton Monthly Update – January 2017 

Ministry activities: 

The month of January started off a million miles an hour, and was filled with a lot of fruitful 

work. On the 3rd of January we got to meet up with Ken and Tracy Grindle to help serve 

alongside them in their annual Christmas in a back pack project. Every year they choose a 

different location in South Asia and provide hundreds of back packs for poor and 

underprivileged children. During the program Jake had the opportunity to share the gospel with 

around 1,500 people and Jody got to share his testimony. After that we called all the children 

forward and handed out 450 back packs. The back packs were filled with toothpaste, toothbrush, 

blanket, towel, bible, soap, a beanie hat, and a shirt. All of the people were very attentive to the 

gospel, and we truly believe that God used that opportunity to draw many people to Himself for 

salvation. We are still praising God for the work he did during that time, and we are expectant to 

hear of the fruit that is to come in the future. 

 

After Christmas in a back pack we headed back to the orphanage where we had a few more days 

with the children and staff before we departed to go back to the south. That departure was very 

hard for all of us in many ways. During our stay in the north we grew close to many people and 

our hearts were knitted even closer to the people of that region. We left knowing that God has for 

sure called us to minister among those people, and that He has a faithful and perfect plan to get 

us there. We were all very sad to say goodbye to the friends that we had grown close to over the 

month, and also the precious children that had captivated our hearts. It was bittersweet leaving, 

for we could have never left, but we know God has work for us in the south for now, so we will 

continue to patiently wait for his call and voice leading us to long-term ministry in the north. 

We arrived back in the south on January 10th and we picked up right where we left off. After 

two days we started Hindi class again, that same Friday Jake and jody went to the Bible college, 

and the following weekend we started back up with our discipleship meetings. Over the past two 

weeks of adjusting to life here, we have been freshly reminded that God has specifically called 

us to this location to have Hindi as our first priority. In the north we were all stunned at the need 

for language, for in the south you can get by with English. We now have a new awareness of the 

gospel-need for Hindi, and the practical need as well. Also, as of the past two weeks Hindi has 

started to get much harder as we dive into the grammar rules. That being said, we believe God is 

calling us to spend much more time in diligent study of Hindi than in anything else. We have 

made a new schedule that has us studying for 6 hours a day, 4 days a week, and the other days 

we have opportunity for various ministries along with smaller allotted study times. It's been quite 

the change-up, but we see God honoring it and empowering us to learn in a more effective and 

long-lasting way. 

 

As far as other ministries go, Jake and Jody are still teaching at the Bible college one day a week, 

we are getting to visit our pastors orphanage one day a week, we are teaching Sunday school 

before church, we are attending our church's cottage meeting one night a week, and we are still 

meeting with those whom we are discipling. 



 

Ministry forecast 

Over the next month we will be continuing to do the things listed above. Jake and Jody will 

spend all day Fridays at the Bible college teaching them, and then on Friday nights they have 

prayer that they love to attend. While they are doing that Emily will be spending time with some 

different women in the church, growing in her relationship with them and encouraging them in 

fellowship. One day a week we will also be going to our pastors house where he takes care of 10 

orphans. During this time we get to teach them from the word, play with them, pray with them, 

and eat dinner with them. It's a very fruitful time of loving on the kids, and also fruitful because 

they get to sharpen their English as we get to sharpen our Hindi. Throughout the week we all 

have different people we consistently meet with for discipleship and life on life. The man whom 

Jake is pursuing is still lost, but is very interested and is feeling very loved by Jake and our 

church. Please pray that God would save him. Also, during this next month Jake will have the 

opportunity to preach/teach some. 

 

Devotional Time 

Recently God has really been stirring us up for prayer and listening to Him. Therefore, first thing 

in the morning all of us get up and read a psalm together, then take time for prayer altogether. 

After our group prayer we then break off and have our own personal study time. 

 

Prayer requests 

Emily 

1. Please pray that she would "in humility count others more significant than herself." 

Philippians 2:3 

2. Please pray that she would make the best use of her time with the women and children at 

church, seizing every opportunity to love them and serve them. 

3. Please pray that she would be diligent and faithful in her study of Hindi, pray she would 

not be passive or lazy. 

4. Please pray for wisdom in discipleship. Her girls are going through a very hard and 

pivotal time in their lives and she longs to provide Godly wisdom and advice. 

Jody 

1. Please pray he would be a sheep that relies on his Shepard. 

2. Please pray that he would learn how to be content in Christ. 

3. Please pray that he would trust the lord for his provision in learning Hindi. 

Jake 

1. Please pray for his anxieties about the future. 

2. Please pray for The Lords help and wisdom regarding the Hindi study. 

3. Please pray for his relationship with the man that he is pursing for salvation and 

discipleship. Pray he would be saved. 



4. Please pray for the development of relationships with potential ministry partners. Pray he 

would be faithful to encourage them, love them, and pray for them. 

 

 

 

Ministry 

1. Please pray for our new transition of focusing more on Hindi. Pray we would see the 

long-term benefit rather than be overwhelmed by the current needs we see. 

2. Please pray for our potential future ministry partners. Pray we would have discernment 

and wisdom in timing of ministry with them, and assurance of God's will. 

3. Please continue to pray for the Bible college, Sunday school class, discipleship, and our 

orphanage ministries. 

4. Lastly, please pray that we would desire to BE godly more than we would desire to 

SEEM godly. 

 

With love and grace, 

The Roughton's 


